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Year 5 and 6

Summer 1

History Focus: Invasion and Power

Key Question: What was it like to live in Anglo-Saxon times? - focus on invasions, settlements and kingdoms (place names) and

village life

The key vocabulary taught during this half term of History sessions will appear in bold.

Britain 400 — 500
Anglo-Saxon Homelands
and Settlements
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Frequent revisiting of this knowledge will aid fluency in History.

Anglo-Saxons came
from lots of different
tribes across modern

-day Germany and
Scandinavia. They
migrated to Britain in
large numbers during
the fifth century,
along with Franks
from northern France
and Frisians from
Belgium and the
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Key Facts:
o The Anglo- Saxons were

made up of three tribes: the
Angles, Saxons and Jutes.

o The name ‘Angles’ eventually
became ‘English’ and their
land, ‘Angle-land’ became
‘England’.

e They came to Britain across
the North Sea in the middle
of the 5th Century.

e For a long time, England was
not one country. Anglo-Saxon
kings rules lots of small king-
doms across the land.

e The Anglo-Saxons were
fierce people who fought
many vattles; including
fighting each other.

o The Anglo- Saxon period
ended when the Normans
Conquered Britain in 1066.




Key Vocabulary
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Shire- Saxon lands were divided into shires, which
helped to make up the counties we have today.

Churl- A lower class citizen but not as low as a slave

Shire Reeve- The peace officer of a shire, later
known as a sheriff

Thane- An important Anglo-Saxon Person

Legacy- Anglo-Saxons left a legacy which included the lan-
guage we speak, culture and politics. Many of the shires
are our boundaries for counties today.
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History of Lindisfarne Priory | English Heritage
(english-heritage.org.uk)



https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/lindisfarne-priory/History/
https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/lindisfarne-priory/History/

